
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As educators, the main challenge we face is preparing students for the next level within the K-12 system and for 
life beyond graduation. New obstacles to our success are now being introduced as Governor Ducey strives to 
reform public education and struggles to balance the state budget. While the governor has voiced the need for a 
strong public education system to help build our economy, his current budget recommendations would take 
Arizona public schools in a completely different direction.  
 
Public school funding in Arizona has borne the brunt of state cuts and reductions for many years. Since 2008, 
Arizona public education has suffered some of the highest cuts in the nation according to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities (17.5%). Now the governor recommends additional cuts to education and a mandated a 5% 
shift in expenditures from non-classroom to classroom expenditures. The proposed cuts equate to an additional 3 
million dollars on top of the 20 million dollar cut Glendale Union High School District has already suffered. 
 
The governor’s office portrays this as a cut to administrative expenses; but in reality, Arizona already has the 
lowest per-pupil administrative expenditure in the nation. Classroom expenses have been narrowly defined as 
costs for teachers, teacher aides, instructional supplies and tuition to private schools. These cuts to non-
classroom expenditures will most certainly affect the classroom experience since they will impact transportation, 
food service, facility maintenance, utilities and other student support services. Non-classroom expenses include 
salaries for people such as bus drivers, school nurses, counselors, technology personnel and media specialists to 
name only a few. These cuts will have a profound effect on the health, safety and wellbeing of our students – 
your children. 
 
Not only will these proposed cuts hamper our ability to maintain and take care of our existing facilities and staff, 
they will also be occurring at a time when we are implementing new, educator supported, Arizona College and 
Career Ready Standards (AZCCRS).  Business leaders, employers and higher-level education institutions have 
long expressed concerns that students coming to them are not prepared for employment or college. These new 
standards will ensure that our students are ready. The realization of AZCCRS will help our graduates compete 
with students throughout the world. 
 
These proposals also gloss over the fact that Arizona’s education system is already underfunded when compared 
to the rest of the nation. If Arizona funded an equivalent of the national average per pupil, Arizona’s classroom 
percentage would far exceed the 61% goal set by the governor. 
 
With public education constantly under siege, the time has come to stop the political bickering about standards 
and move forward with funding and high expectations for all students. We need to enable students for life after 
high school, well-prepared for any path they choose and we need your support to make sure we have the 
necessary resources to do this. As legislators vote on important issues that affect your schools, I ask that parents 
and community members stay informed. Contact the governor’s office and local legislators directly. Write 
letters and emails to them that express your concerns. Make phone calls. Make your voice known. Education is 
too important to the future of Arizona and to the future of our children. 
 
Eugene Dudo, Superintendent 
Glendale Union High School District 
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